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Message from the Artistic Director
Welcome to Jeunesse Classique’s 2022 production of Coppélia.

Umran Sumen

I am delighted to return to the theatre once again. 
This winter Jeunesse Classique Ballet (JCB)
presented The Nutcracker in Calgary and Medicine 
Hat. We are very proud to have completed eight 
shows with great success despite the lingering 
constraints posed by the coronavirus. It was a gift 
for the dancers and the audience. There were four 
performances in each city. In Medicine Hat we 
welcomed 35 local dancers to the production in a 
beautiful collaboration under the umbrella of the 
arts. My spirit was lifted by this memorable event 
and reaffirmed my fundamental belief to continue 
my life work, preserving and sustaining the classical 
arts with every fibre of my being.

To this day, I give révérence to my venerable teachers and mentors. I was so fortunate to 
have had the best training in the richly rewarding history of my career as a professional 
dancer. Now, I continue with their powerful guidance as an educator and tireless advocate 
for my chosen art. The overriding principles are respect, dedication and esteem for the 
inherent value of classical ballet as a pure and everlasting art. My mission remains ever 
constant in its resolve. I work ceaselessly to provide our young generation with a strong 
education in classical ballet. My parallel motivation is to bring a significant awareness 
and appreciation of the classical arts to this society. JCB's legacy is a testament to its 
strength of purpose and ideals.

After a hiatus of two difficult years, due to the relentless pall of the pandemic, we are 
finally able to bring our spring production to the stage this year. We can breathe once 
more. Let your hearts be filled with joy as we present Coppélia, the last masterpiece of 
the Romantic era of the classical repertoire. It is time to emerge from the darkness and 
fill the theatre with laughter and enchantment. The story is universal, love, merriness, 
suspense, betrayal, and finally happiness and resolution. In the world today so ravaged 
by conflict, strife and turmoil, we need the arts now, more than ever.

I will never waver in my mission as a passionate advocate for my life's work. Always, the 
words from my childhood overseas, is the blood in my veins. A nation without the arts is 
like a human being without a heart.

Please enjoy the show.

Umran Sumen
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ARTISTIC DIRECTOR

UMRAN SUMEN

Umran graduated in 1966 from the State Conservatory in 
the Faculty of Fine Arts in Ankara, Turkey, after nine years 
of study. Subsequently, she received her Masters degree from 
Hecettepe University in Ankara. For the next sixteen years 
she danced with The National Ballet Company of Turkey 
as a leading soloist.

At the invitation of Dame Ninette de Valois, she studied 
at the Royal Ballet School of London and was later sent 
by the Turkish National Ballet to study choreography and 

Umran with 
Dame Ninette de Valois

 Founder of The Royal Ballet

Umran with 
Mayor Bronconnier

at the 2008 Calgary Awards

teaching with the Ballet der Wiener Staatsoper 
Austria, for one year. 

Umran has worked with world famous choreo-
graphers and teachers, among them Anton Dolin, 
Dame Ninette de Valois, Molly Lake, Travis Kemp, 
Beatrice Appleyard, Todd Bolender, John Gilpin, 
Alfred Rodrigues, Richard Glasstone, Sulamif 
Messerer, Valery Panov and Yuri Grigorovich. 
Her repertoire includes thirty classical and 
modern productions. 

In 1986, she was appointed Artistic Director 
of the Calgary City Ballet. In 1993, Umran 
was awarded the commemorative medal for 
the 125th anniversary of the Canadian Con-
federation. This medal was given to Umran 

for her outstanding contribution to the arts and culture 
of Canada through her work as a dancer and teacher.

In 2004, she was given the Immigrants of Distinction Award. 
Umran was the recipient of the 2008 Calgary Award for 
Community Achievement in the Arts. She was recognized 
for her outstanding achievement, significant contributions 
and for improving the quality of life in Calgary.

She is a member of the Turkish National Ballet Company 
(TNBC), the Royal Academy of Dance (RAD) and the     
Canadian Dance Teachers' Association (CDTA).

Umran Sumen
Arts & Culture Award

2004 Immigrants of Distinction Awards
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We’re back!

After two long years of on again, off again rehearsals, 
preparations, theatre closings and other restrictions, we are 
finally able to bring you our 32nd Spring Production – Coppélia. 
This is one of my all time favourite ballets, not only because 
I have the great honour of once again portraying the wildly 
misunderstood Dr. Coppelius, but it is also full of great humour 
and very energetic and colourful performances.

Coppélia is set in a small village in the Kingdom of Galicia 
a historic region of Eastern Europe spanning what is now 
southeastern Poland and western Ukraine. This region has 
been hotly contested since the early 13th century and even 

today the countryside is stained with the blood of many noble Galicians.

Coppélia is based on a rather dark and complex short story by E.T.A. Hoffmann. In ‘Der 
Sandmann’, Nathaniel loses himself to Olympia a doll made by Coppelius, who Nathaniel 
believes is real when he spies her through a magic telescope and is driven insane when he 
discovers she is not. Oh, and guess who sold Nathaniel the telescope – it was of course 
Coppelius who had tried to steal Nathaniel’s eyes many years earlier. Never trust a 
barometer salesman, that’s my motto.

Now thankfully when Charles-Louis Etienne Nuitter went to pen the libretto for Coppélia 
he was in a much better mood than Hoffmann was when he wrote ‘Der Sandmann’. 
Otherwise this would be a very scary ballet.

Jeunesse Classique Ballet Society is a not for profit and charitable arts society that exists 
to preserve, promote and present the beauty and cultural aesthetic of classical ballet by 
staging performaces and presenting them to audiences across Alberta. We have been 
doing this successfully for the past 34 years and I thank the dedication of our dancers, 
our rehearsal staff, our volunteers, our board of directors and our Artistic Director for 
believing in us and sticking with us.

Jeunesse Classique Ballet has continued to thrill audiences across Alberta with a diverse 
repertoire drawn from the great Classical Ballets. Our long term plans continue to include 
a re-staging of Cinderella in 2023 and debut production of Don Quixote in 2024.

Volunteers have always been the heart of this organization. We rely on them, depend on 
them, cherish them, celebrate them. This season, we are asking so many volunteers new 
to the production step outside of their comfort zones, step into leadership roles and learn 
new skills. I am always grateful for their contributions.

We’re trying to get back to the ‘old normal’. The Old Normal where the Arts can continue 
to flourish, inspire us and enrich our souls. The old normal where live performances can 
take you away to a small village in the Kingdom of Galicia. The fact that you are in 
our audience now, lets me know that you support and believe in the arts. I ask that you 
consider making a donation to Jeunesse to carry us forward into the future.

Please enjoy the performance.

MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRPERSON

Michael McCreadie
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Jyoti Gondek, Mayor

On behalf of City Council, it is a pleasure to welcome you to Jeunesse 

Classique Ballet Society’s presentation of Coppélia!

This is an exciting time for Calgary’s creative industry. As we slowly 

emerge from the shadow of the pandemic, we take the time to come 

together again, to appreciate the arts and what it means to our city.

I have heard many advocates for the arts community indicate that the 

pandemic has taught us to appreciate those whose creativity feeds our 

souls. We desperately missed our storytellers, our historians, and our 

nourishers.

We are gathered here this evening to have our breath taken away. I 

am incredibly inspired by Jeunesse for navigating an unpredictable 

schedule of auditions, rehearsals, backstage preparations and for 

ultimately bringing Coppélia to life.

Congratulations to all the dancers, teachers, and those working 

behind the scenes. Break a leg!

Sincerely,

Jyoti Gondek

Mayor

City of Calgary

Calgary
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COPPÉLIA
SYNOPSIS 

Coppélia is considered to be ballet's 
greatest comedy. The ballet tells the story 
of an old gentleman named Dr. Coppélius, 
his doll, Coppélia, and the sweethearts 
Swanilda and Franz. 

Coppélius is a toymaker, also said to 
dabble in magic, who has made a doll 
so life-like that he pretends she is 
human. He seats Coppélia on 
the balcony of his house, 
her enamel eyes staring 
out at the village. 
Franz, Swanilda's 
fiancé, is pulled by 
Dr. Coppélius' 
power to notice 
Coppélia, 
who looks up 
from her book 
and blows him 
kisses; much to the 
annoyance of his 
true love. 

The mayor enters to announce that a 
new bell was donated to the church and 
that any couple marrying the following 
Sunday would receive a bag of money. 
Although infatuated with the mysterious 
lady in the window, Franz loves Swanilda 
and is disappointed when she refuses his 
marriage proposal.

That evening, Dr. Coppélius goes for a 
walk around the village, he locks his 
door and totters straight into a mob of 
pranksters. After his run in with the 
boys, he takes his handkerchief from his 
pocket, dropping his house key.

Swanilda finds the key and persuades her 
friends to enter the old man's house to 
discover more about the mysterious girl. 
Inside the workshop, Swanilda and her 
friends are delighted to find a marvelous 
collection of mechanical toys, They find 

Coppélia, and realize that she is 
just another toy.

A furious Dr. Coppélius returns 
and chases the girls away, 
except for Swanilda who 
hides in Coppélia's alcove. 
Franz who has climbed up the 
balcony, enters the room. Old 
Dr. Coppélius realizes that 
this is a perfect opportunity 
for an experiment. He drugs 

Franz, and tries 
to transfer 
his life to 

Coppélia.

Dr. Coppélius believes that his 
experiment worked, when the doll begins 
to move. Swanilda, who is dressed in 
Coppélia's costume, goes along with the 
facade, but soon tires of the game. She 
awakens Franz and brings out the real, 
undressed Coppélia doll. Dr. Coppélius is 
left to weep over his doll.

Knowing Swanilda to be his true love, 
Franz apologizes and they are married 
as part of the celebrations that follow the 
blessing of the town's new bell.

˜˜˜˜˜
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Coppélia (Delibes) by the National Philharmonic Orchestra, conducted by Richard Bonynge 
appears courtesy of Universal Music Canada Inc. and Universal Music Publishing Canada Inc.

            Act 1    Village Scene

Music: Leo Delibes • Original Choreography: Arthur Saint-Leon • Staged by: Umran Sumen

COPPÉLIA

 Dr. Coppélius: Michael McCreadie
 Dr. Coppélius Doll: Julena Fraser
 Swanilda: Brielle Mitchell (3, 4s)
  Lauren Saunders (4m, 5m)
 Franz: Jaciel Gomez*
 Vintner: Andre Pretty
 Vinter's Wife: Carling Pretty
 Burgomeister: Ian Johnson
 Burgomeister's Wife: Olivia Daugela
 Franz’s Friends: Tristan Somji, Karim Malik, Kamal Malik,  
  Riley Vidican 
 Swanilda’s Friends: Tia Mackie, Olivia Louie, Summer Chew, 
  Evia Hayter, Britney Huang, 
  Sienna Mackie
 Mazurka Soloists: Audrey Shukuda, Ada Maclean
 Mazurka: Fennella Shaw, Emily McNally,
   Autumn Murphy, Sofia Nilsson Lopez, 
  Sophia Murphy, Yihan Huang
 Czardas Soloists:  Jayme Laughy, Kelley McKinlay*
 Czardas: Celia Xing, Vienna Daugela,
  Vittoria Richardson, Syetha Litterick, 
  Emmeline Phillipson, Audrey Farrar, 
  Paytan Tatoulis, Brooke Forgrave

Guest Artist    s = soiree    m=matinee*
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 Scottish Doll: Audrey Farrar
 Chinese Dolls: Syetha Litterick, Paytan Tatoulis
 Soldier Dolls: Ada Maclean, Audrey Shukuda
 Spanish Doll: Jayme Laughy
 Harlequin: Celia Xing
 Columbina: Vittoria Richardson
 Ballerina: Vienna Daugela
 Jack in the Box: Emily McNally

          Act 2    In the Workshop

 Duke and Duke’s Wife: Behic Sumen, Kelsie Sun
 Squire:  Riley Vidican
 Priest: Brian Babish 
 Alter Boys: Tristan Somji, Karim Malik, Kamal Malik
 Friends: Sophia Murphy, Emily McNally, Ada Maclean,
  Audrey Shukuda
 Mazurka: Autumn Murphy, Sofia Nilsson Lopez, 
  Fennella Shaw, Yihan Huang
 Flower Girl and Friend:  Elodie Phillipson, Arlo Rosaasen
 Dance of the Hours: Summer Chew, Tia Mackie, Vittoria Richardson,
  Evia Hayter, (3, 4s), Olivia Louie, (4m, 5) 
  Jayme Laughy, Celia Xing, Audrey Farrar, 
  Vienna Daugela, (3, 4m, 5), Britney Huang (4s),
  Lauren Saunders (3, 4s), Brielle Mitchell (4m, 5)
  Sienna Mackie, Paytan Tatoluis, 
  Syetha Litterick (3, 4s) Emmeline Phillipson (4m, 5)
 Dawn: Olivia Louie (3, 4s), Evia Hayter (4m, 5)
 Prayer: Britney Huang (3, 4m, 5), Vienna Daugela (4s)
 Czardas (Act 3):  Brooke Forgrave

          Act 3    The Wedding
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Michael McCreadie
Dr. Coppélius

Britney Huang
Prayer

Swanilda's Friend

Dance of the Hours

Vienna Daugela
Prayer

Ballerina Doll

Czardas

Meet the Dancers

Brielle Mitchell
Swanilda

Dance of the Hours

Lauren Saunders
Swanilda

Dance of the Hours

Sienna Mackie
Swanilda's Friend

Dance of the Hours

Evia Hayter
Dawn

Swanilda's Friend

Dance of the Hours

Olivia Louie
Dawn

Swanilda's Friend

Dance of the Hours

Jaciel Gomez
Franz
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Meet the Dancers

Syetha Litterick
Chinese Doll

Czardas

Summer Chew
Swanilda's Friend

Dance of the Hours

Celia Xing
Harlequin

Czardas

Tia Mackie
Swanilda's Friend

Dance of the Hours

Jayme Laughy
Czardas Soloist

Dance of the Hours

Paytan Tatoulis
Chinese Doll

Czardas

Kelley McKinlay
Czardas Soloist

Vittoria Richardson
Columbina

Czardas

Audrey Farrar
Scottish Doll

Czardas
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Meet the Dancers

Emily McNally
Jack in the Box

Mazurka

Audrey Shukuda
Soldier Dolla

Mazurka Soloist

Ada Maclean
Soldier Doll

Mazurka Soloist

Jeunesse Classique Ballet was founded in 1987 by Umran Sumen. It is
celebrating its 33rd season this year, having been on hiatus for the 2020/2021 year due to
the world-wide pandemic. It is a pure classical ballet company for young
and talented dancers. The essence of Jeunesse Classique is to preserve, promote
and present the cultural aesthetic of classical ballet. Live performance experience
prepares young dancers, ranging from 8 to 18 years of age, for the rigours of a
professional career in dance. Over one hundred dancers are selected by yearly
audition and those who are accepted are trained in the true classical repertoire.
Each year Jeunesse Classique performs two major full length ballet productions.
Members of the company also support community education by performing in
benefit performances at various schools, senior citizens homes, special arts or
cultural events and fundraisers.

In May 2012 Jeunesse produced the most ambitious undertaking in its 25 year history.
The performance of Vienna and The Rite of Spring in “Illumination” featured
guest artists from; The National Ballet of Canada, The American Ballet Theatre,
New York City Ballet and 14 members from the Turkish State Ballet along with Allie
Bertram. It certainly did celebrate Calgary as a cultural capital of Canada.

ABOUT JCBS
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Giving back to the community is another
important aspect of Jeunesse Classique
Ballet. In the past, JCB has given
performances at venues such as the Alberta
Children’s Hospital, Banff Springs Hospital
and Spruce Meadows to name a few. These
opportunities give the dancers a true sense
of connectedness to the community, thinking
beyond oneself and sharing the beauty of
classical ballet.

Benefit Performances:
• Illumination - 2012
• The Nutcracker
• Sleeping Beauty
• Cinderella
• Pirouettes & Pasta Fundraiser
• Candy Cane Gala
• Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation
• Alberta Children’s Hospital Foundation
• Banff Springs Hospital
• The Renoir Retirement Residence
• Spruce Meadows
• Festival of Trees - Alberta Lung Association
• Sheriff King Home
• Make a Wish Foundation
• Free performances for under privileged
families at the University Theatre

• Scenic Acres Retirement Residence
• KidsUpFront - ticket donations
• En Pointe Gala
• Once Upon A Time Gala
• Immigrants of Distinction Awards

Jeunesse Classique Ballet Performers talk to
audience after benefit performance of the 1997
Nutcracker at the Alberta Children’s Hospital.

Pirouettes and Pasta Gala 2011 raised $10,000.00
for the Alberta Children’s Hospital Foundation.

Presentation of the $12,500.00 cheque to the
Alberta Children’s Hospital Foundation.

Presentation of the $10,000.00 cheque to the Alberta
Children’s Hospital Foundation.

GIVING BACK TO THE COMMUNITY

Mrs. Sumen and April Coates
Make a Wish Foundation
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Behind the Scenes

 Artistic Director: Umran Sumen 
 Assistant Artistic Director: Jaciel Gomez
 Rehearsal Assistant: Yairelys Sosa, Rachel Mclean 
 Production: Duncan Maclean (Director), Brian Babish, 
  Daniel Nilsson, Jen Laughy, Gord Laughy
  Wardrobe: June Farrar (Director), Yumiko Ito, Dana Mitchell,  
  Miho Yonemori, Rae Bailey, Pauline Richardson, 
  Fiona Cheng, Connie Louie, Debbie Murphy, 
  Jessie Huang, Kelsie Sun, 
  Dani Phillipson, Vicky Tatoulis, Matt Richardson, 
  Sophia Murphy, Vienna Daugela, Olivia Louie, Audrey  
  Farrar, Brielle Mitchell, Lauren Saunders, Diana Doyle, 
  Marg and Ian Johnson at Highland In Style for  
  providing the Scottish Doll costume
 Props and Headpieces: Mimi Haeseker, Behic Sumen
 Casino Coordinator: Rae Bailey
 Program: Nadien Cole
 Photography: Brian Purdy

Highlighting Our Volunteers
We are extremely proud of the dedication and commitment of our many 
volunteers. Our entire production is dependent on the help and talent of 

these people. From costumes and sets, to backstage coordination and quick 
changes, we could not do it without you.

Public Affairs
We would like to express our gratitude to our advertisers, sponsors and donors, 

your support has been most reassuring. Jeunesse Classique Ballet welcomes public 
involvement. If you have any questions or would be interested in becoming a donor, 

advertiser or supporter please contact our Director of Promotions. Your support 
will enable this company to continue to thrive and enrich the community.

Membership in Jeunesse Classique Ballet Society is open to all supporters of classical 
ballet. Contact info@jcbs.ca for membership information or see our website at jcbs.ca.

Thank you
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Alexandra MacDonald
First soloist,
National Ballet of Canada

Tamara Jones

Reflection note from Alexandra MacDonald on
JCBS’s 30th anniversary,

When I joined Jeunesse Classique Ballet Society at
the age of seven, the studios became my second
home. What had started as a great way to socialize
and dance with friends, soon developed into a serious
passion for ballet which was nurtured and developed
under the careful eye of Mrs. Sumen. Throughout the
years of training and performing with Jeunesse, Mrs.
Sumen became my mentor and my inspiration. I have
been blessed with her guidance and support which
have allowed me to flourish as a dancer. I am so
thankful that I grew up in the Jeunesse Classique
family. Throughout my years there, I made lifelong
friendships that I deeply cherish, I learned skills, such
as discipline and confidence, that have helped me in
all aspects of life, and with the help of many people, I
cultivated my talent to pursue a career that I love in
ballet. I am so happy to congratulate the Jeunesse
Classique Ballet Society on 30 years of Nutcracker.
Having been involved in 12 of those Nutcrackers was a
blessing and I look back to them with such fond
nostalgia!

Taylor Yanke
Photo by Ashley Krahaus

Taylor Yanke
National Ballet of Canada

Royal Swedish Ballet

Kealan McLaughlin
Soloist
Estonian National Ballet

Heather Myers
Alberta Ballet
Boston Ballet

Nederlans Dans Theatre
Clifford E. Lee Award

Recipient for Choreography

Keir Knight
La La La Human Steps

Michael Binzer
Royal Winnipeg Ballet

Leanne McIndoe
Royal Ballet Teacher
Training Program, London
UK

Gillian Abbot
Cirque de Soleil, Juilliard
N.Y
Kate Kaupas
Ballet Tucson

Danelle Tucker
Ballet Tucson

Dana Brandt
Ballet Victoria

Photo by Sian Richards
Courtesy of

The National Ballet of Canada

OUR DISTINGUISHED ALUMNI
We are very proud of our alumni. They have applied the experience
with Jeunesse to their own professional life. In 34 years so many have
blossomed in their studies and careers. Space does not permit us to
name our whole alumni family at this time, but we celebrate everyone,
past and present.

Kayley Winfield
Citié Ballet

Natalie Chui
Alberta Ballet

Laura Vande Zande
Alberta Ballet

Janaki Banting
Performance artist,
Concordia University

Julie Treleaven
Kirov Ballet Academy

Kathleen Mather
Zar Yevka Ballet

Tatianna Tsvetkova
Central School of Ballet,
London UK

Breanne Wilson
University of Arizona

Allie Bertram
Bronze medalist, Genee
International Ballet
Competition
Top female dancer “So
You Think You Can
Dance Canada”

Mikayla Pachkowski
N.Y.U. Dance Program
U.S.A

Bravo, Alexandra
MacDonald, JCBS
is very proud of
your tremendous
achievement,
dancing the principal
role of Princess
Aurora in National
Ballet of Canada
production of The
Sleeping Beauty!
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Bravo, Alexandra
MacDonald, JCBS
is very proud of
your tremendous
achievement,
dancing the principal
role of Princess
Aurora in National
Ballet of Canada
production of The
Sleeping Beauty!

Alexandra MacDonald
First soloist,
National Ballet of Canada

Tamara Jones

Reflection note from Alexandra MacDonald on
JCBS’s 30th anniversary,

When I joined Jeunesse Classique Ballet Society at
the age of seven, the studios became my second
home. What had started as a great way to socialize
and dance with friends, soon developed into a serious
passion for ballet which was nurtured and developed
under the careful eye of Mrs. Sumen. Throughout the
years of training and performing with Jeunesse, Mrs.
Sumen became my mentor and my inspiration. I have
been blessed with her guidance and support which
have allowed me to flourish as a dancer. I am so
thankful that I grew up in the Jeunesse Classique
family. Throughout my years there, I made lifelong
friendships that I deeply cherish, I learned skills, such
as discipline and confidence, that have helped me in
all aspects of life, and with the help of many people, I
cultivated my talent to pursue a career that I love in
ballet. I am so happy to congratulate the Jeunesse
Classique Ballet Society on 30 years of Nutcracker.
Having been involved in 12 of those Nutcrackers was a
blessing and I look back to them with such fond
nostalgia!
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The JCBS

TUTU LEGACY PROJECT
Jeunesse Classique Ballet (JCBS) is pleased to present the JCBS Tutu

Legacy Project. The Tutu Legacy Project gives you the opportunity to have
a lasting legacy with Jeunesse Classique Ballet. For a donation of $2,000,
a tutu will be hand-crafted, dedicated with the name of your choosing,

and used in future Jeunesse Classique Ballet performances.

Tutu Legacy Project Donors
Nola E. Rintoul, The Yanke Family, The Brandt Family, 

Jean Van Wert (2 Tutus), The Sumen Family 

Please contact jeunesseclassiqueballet@gmail.com for more information.
Tax receipts are available upon request
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Jeunesse Classique Ballet

125 S 8500 Macleod Tr. S
Calgary, AB  T2H 2N1
www.jcbs.ca

Thank You to the Following Schools for Participating:

Alberta Ballet School
H/W School of Ballet

International School of Ballet
Medicine Hat School of Performing Arts

Premiere Dance Academy
Starchevski School of Ballet

Tryzub Ukrainian Dance Society

JUNE 14, 2019  |  FRIDAY 7 PM
 UNIVERSITY THEATRE

Photography by  Brittany Doucet-Lewis   I   Design by  Eva Ristic

The International School of Ballet
Artistic Director, Umran Sumen

Celebrating 34 years

The International School of Ballet celebrates 34 years of 
unsurpassed excellence in classical ballet training in Alberta.  
Our proud legacy reflects our dedication and commitment to this 
art with stellar achievements and unwavering  high standards 
over the decades.
To register for the 2022-23 Season, visit: www.iballet.com
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